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Hunstanton Primary School EYFS Curriculum

Intent

We place great value on the development of children as individuals and providing them
with the skills, knowledge and understanding they need to prepare them for the
challenges in Key Stage One and beyond. Our curriculum is therefore the cultural capital
we know our pupils need so that they can gain skills, knowledge and understanding for
success. They can only do that if we embed the right habits for learning through the
Characteristics of Effective Learning- Play and Exploration, Active Learning and Critical
Thinking. Our enabling environment and warm, skilful adult interactions support the
children as they begin to link learning to their play and exploration. We maximise
opportunities for meaningful cross-curricular links and learning experiences as well as
promoting the unique child by offering extended periods of play and sustained thinking
following children’s interests and ideas. We value imagination and curiosity and seek to
create a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning through a vibrant continuous
indoor and outdoor provision, alongside trips and visits. Our Reception Topics follow
children’s interest and curiosities. The topics change as emerging interests are followed
and explored.

Implementation

Pupils learn through a balance of child-initiated and adult-directed activities. The
timetable is carefully structured so that children have directed teaching in Maths and
Phonics every day. These are followed up with focused group work, where children
work with a member of staff to develop their individual targets. This focused time
means the teacher can check for understanding, identify and respond to misconceptions
quickly and provide real-time verbal feedback which results in a strong impact on the
acquisition of new learning. Children are provided with plenty of time to engage in
‘exploration’ throughout the variety of experiences carefully planned to engage and
challenge them in the provision. Planned and purposeful play opportunities are a key
strategy for introducing and consolidating all areas of learning and development. In our
environment we explore, build, laugh, investigate and learn through a well- planned
environment and a range of activities. We provide rich experiences and develop the
children’s interests and strengths. The curriculum is planned for the inside and the

H.Winnington September 2025



w5
\5@4 -— %

outside classrooms and equal importance is given to learning in both areas. Our
inclusive approach means that all children learn together but we have a range of
additional intervention and support to enhance and scaffold children who may not be
reaching their full potential or moving children on who are doing very well. This
includes, for example, additional ‘catch-up’ provision in Maths; Little Wandle Phonics
Keep Up. We understand that children learn differently and have different learning
styles. The Characteristics of Effective Learning are viewed as an integral part of all
areas of learning and are reflected in our observations of children. We have a Speech
and Language Therapist who helps to build subject knowledge by working with children
who have communication and language difficulties.

Impact

Our curriculum needs to meet the needs of our children, including our disadvantage
pupils and those with SEND, so we spend time evaluating how children are learning.
This is achieved through talking to children, looking at their work, observing their
learning experiences and analysing data and progress by year group, class, groups and
individuals. Every member of staff uses ongoing observational assessment to identify
children’s starting points and plan experiences which ensure progress. During each
assessment window, 3 times a year, teachers update the progress children have made
onto Pupil Asset, which allows us to assess the impact of teaching and evaluate whether
it has been enough. Evidence of children’s learning, including observations, work
samples, photographs are kept on Class Dojo, as well as each child having their own
paper ‘learning journal’. Children reflect on their progress through pupil voice. Children
in our Reception Class on average arrive with much lower starting points than national.
Our curriculum and its delivery ensure that children make good progress towards their
age-related expectations before transitioning into Year One. We believe the good
progress the children make from their starting points is due to our enriched play-based
exploration alongside the rigour of assessment and the high quality teaching the
children have as they move through the early years- a rich diet of balanced learning
experiences is undoubtedly the best way to develop happy, curious children.

The ELGs are not used as a curriculum. Our curriculum is based on the educational
programmes set out in the Statutory Framework.
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